
Winter is leaving.  The days are getting longer and longer, hotter and hotter, and I’m not sure I’m
ready for it.  I mean, I’m ready for summer, but I’m not ready for the 100 degree days that will
undoubtedly come with it.  I mean, I’m glad that there’s no real threat of a hardcore freeze like
we had in February for another several months, but I’d like to enjoy some moderate
temperatures for a while longer.  As an aside, I don’t remember if I mentioned it at the time, but
that freeze that happened in February happened during Jarrod’s birthday.  I know that we had it
relatively good, as we didn’t suffer any loss of health or life as many others did, but it still stunk
to have a cold house and no water during that time. Really hurt the mood of the situation.  In
good news, though, CDC says that vaccinated people don’t have to wear masks, which is nice
for Jarrod and I.  We’ll probably still wear masks more often than not, but it’s nice to know that
we have the option to not wear masks without hurting the overall public health.

So there’s an issue currently starting up at the Klamath river, between Oregon and Northern
California.  Due to droughts in the area, the river and related basin are drying up, which has
impacted three major groups in the area - farmers, who rely on the water for irrigation; salmon,
who need the water for their lives and are being harmed by a bacteria multiplying due to the low
water levels; and the Yurok tribe, a native tribe who was given land around the river through a
treaty with the US around 200 years ago and allowed to continue their fishing-based lifestyle.
The question being asked is - who has the rights to the water there?  The farmers need it to
grow their crops, which feed thousands of people and give these farmers a livelihood.  The fish
and, by extension, the Yurok people, need the water to propagate.  If the fish go, it not only has
a very negative effect on the ecosystem of the area, but it actively harms the lifestyle of the
Yurok people, a lifestyle they were promised by the Government they would maintain (though
we know how the US Government has historically treated promises made to native people).
With global warming being an ever-increasing issue, dilemmas like this will become more and
more frequent, as the land becomes drier and hotter, necessitating more rainfall to compensate,
but less rain occurring in affected areas.

This is an issue that happened (and, to my knowledge, is still happening in some capacity) here
in West Texas.  In 2012 or so, the High Plains Underground Water District (which I will refer to
from here on out as the HPUWD) implemented stricter water usage standards in response to
dropping water levels in the Ogallala Aquifer.  The big effect seen in this area was farmers being
told that they could only pump a certain amount of water from their wells on a monthly basis or
face a fine or, if they flaunt the restrictions too much, having their wells closed up by the
HPUWD.  A group of farmers came together to sue the HPUWD over the restrictions, and the
argument ensued.  Many farmers contended that the restrictions were far too strict and wouldn’t
allow them to adequately grow their crops, which would negatively impact them and the region
financially.  The counterargument went that, if the restrictions weren’t put in place, the water
levels would continue to plummet at such a rate that there wouldn’t be adequate water to irrigate
in 50 years.  Who has the greater right to the water - the farmers now or the greater population
in the future?  I don’t know the status of the lawsuit, I couldn’t find anything online.  The only
reason I knew about the lawsuit in the first place is because, when the lawsuit began, Jarrod
was working with his dad, and his dad got involved with the farmers, helping to promote their



case before dropping out due to the glacial pace of the suit.  I’m assuming it’s since been
dropped, but I can’t confirm that.  I hope so.

So, as I mentioned earlier, climate change continues to be an escalating threat to our world.  As
it continues, more and more issues like these will come up, and the question will be “Who owns
our dwindling resources - the people whose livelihoods depend on their usage, or the people
who will need them in the future?”  I hope we can find alternative methods of meeting our
current needs, like with electric and solar energy, so that we can take care of the needs of both
camps without harming either one.

Well kiddos, that’s all I have for you today.  I hope you’re all doing well, especially with STAAR
behind you and summer vacation rapidly approaching. Until next week, take care of yourselves
and go get vaccinated now that they’ve approved vaccines for people down to 12.  Do it!  ASAP!
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