
Howdy howdy howdy!  How is everyone today?  Crazy to think that it’s already been an entire
week since the last lesson, which Jarrod was kind enough to take care of while I got Conan’s
birthday party all taken care of.  Hard to believe that my little baby is already 7 years old.  I still
remember teaching him to walk and talk, and now we can’t get him to stay still and stop talking!
Time really does fly by, for better and for worse. I mean, it doesn’t seem that long ago that
Jarrod started his path to a teaching degree, and now he’s only a few months away from
graduating and starting his full-time career as a 4th grade math teacher!  I’m so proud of him!
Both of us are excited, mostly because we are both ready for him to finally have some more free
time.  I don’t mean to go on and on about us, I’m just really excited about the near future for us!

In 1791, the Bill of Rights was ratified.  In case you forgot, the Bill of Rights are the first ten
amendments of the United States Constitution and guarantee a list of “rights” that the citizens of
the United States are entitled to under the law. I’m sure you guys are familiar with several of
these amendments, such as the 1st (freedom of speech), 2nd (right to bear arms), 4th (no illegal
searches and seizures), 5th (protects against self-incrimination), and 8th (no cruel and unusual
punishments).  They were a way for the founders to apply a system of universal human rights to
the citizens of the country.  In 1948, the United Nations adopted the ‘Universal Declaration of
Human Rights’, a document that stated that certain human rights, such as not restricting people
from voting in elections and not allowing discrimination based on age, gender, or ethincity, were
universal and inalienable (can’t be taken away), something that, unless I’m mistaken, all
members of the UN have agreed to abide by.  Overall, the various takes on human rights all
seem to revolve around the concept of a guarantee of human dignity, respect, and personal
liberties, which are all good things.

What about prisoners, though?  Last I checked, they can’t carry weapons or vote while they’re in
prison (though some politicians are trying to fight this).  When someone is at their job, they don’t
usually get a vote on what the company is doing, even if it affects their job, and their speech and
clothing are certainly restricted.  Why is it okay for these people, and others in many other
situations, to have their rights curtailed or taken away?  Is it for reasons of safety, maybe an
unwillingness for the government to want to tell businesses what to do, or an overall agreement
by society that “universal and inalienable rights” aren’t really that “universal and inalienable”. A
lot of the time, these rights only apply to “people”, so what if the ruling class designates a certain
group as things or property rather than humans, therefore meaning that they aren’t really
“people” and, thus, the “universal and inalienable rights” that are supposed to be afforded to all
humans don’t apply to them.  In fact, I think there was a large group of people in our nation and
in other nations around the world that were famously excluded from the “person” category for
quite a long time.

This next point is akin to one I made a number of weeks back, and it was about the 1st
Amendment of our Constitution - should rights always be guaranteed?  To give an example, if
someone is going around spouting hate speech, should they be stopped and penalized for it by
the State?  Can we take away the right for people to carry firearms for personal use if it is
recognized as a threat to the well-being of their fellow citizens?  Also, we know that cultural
norms differ from country to country, so if a country is a theocracy (run by religion) and their



religion dictates that women are not human and thus are excluded from voting and other
“guaranteed” human rights, is it the “job” of other, more “enlightened” nations to come in and
force the governments of those nations to give women those rights?  How do we determine the
strength and reach of the “universal and inalienable” part of basic human rights?

Anyway, that’s all I have for today, guys.  Only about 19 more days of school are left, guys!  I
think we could all use the upcoming break to decompress from a year of craziness, a summer
that looks to have a MUCH better prognosis than last summer, and I’m pretty pumped for it.  I’ll
talk to you guys again next week.


