
Hello again, people!  Another week has come to pass, and Sunday has arrived again at last.  By
the pricking of my thumbs, another lesson this way comes.  Sorry about the impromptu rhyming,
but after 50 or so of these, it’s hard to think of new ways to start things off.  Anyway, we’re
currently in the countdown phase until the end of school, aren’t we?  We’re coming to the final
few weeks of school, along with all of STARR tests that that entails.  And then all of you guys, as
well as Asher, Conan, and especially Jarrod, can finally take a little bit of a breather (though
Jarrod still has Tech classes to take for the first half of summer and has to teach summer school
at Roosevelt during that time).  I’m more excited for this summer than I have been for summer in
a long time, especially more than last summer, mostly because this is the first summer that
Jarrod will be available for us to do family stuff together, he’s usually so busy that summer just
passes us by with nothing exciting happening.  I hope you all have a great summer vacation, or
at least better than the one last year.

Here in America, there’s a certain concept that is championed, something that is seen as the
ideal way for us to live, something that we exemplified in our quest to become the country we
are today - individualism.  The idea that each of us is something awesome and unique, that our
ability to triumph over the world around us and elevate ourselves to ever greater heights is the
destiny we should all be striving for.  We saw it in the beginning - we revolted because we didn’t
like what the king was doing, we stretched across the land as more and more people strove to
find their own personal fortune, and individuals rose to the very top of our society and took
control of large portions of it.  This is something we see in a lot of Western countries, like the
US, UK, Canada, and Mexico.  There is a nod to the “common good”, but most of the emphasis
is placed on the struggles and triumphs of the individual, as well as protecting “individual
freedoms”.  It is the good of one over the good of many.

This is in contrast to what we see more of in Eastern countries, especially in countries that
identify as socialist or communist, which is the idea of collectivism.  As you may have already
guessed, collectivism is an ideology that places most of its emphasis on the overall health and
wellbeing of the community, whether that “community” refers to a neighborhood, a city, a state,
or even an entire nation.  We also saw this in kingdoms back in the day, where there were a few
people on top that directed the efforts of their kingdom toward promoting the health of the
overall kingdom, asking them to work, produce, and pay taxes in order to support the kingdom
as a whole.  In a collectivist society, the individual is not completely ignored, but their struggles
and triumphs are not considered as important as those of the community in general.  It is the
good of many over the good of one.

Neither of these ideologies are inherently good or bad, and they can both coexist.  The problem
is when they are taken to extremes, and if there’s one thing we humans like to do, it’s take
things to damaging extremes, whether it be ideologies, diets, media consumption, etc.  We have
seen the damage both of these ideologies have done over the life of our species.  With extreme
individualism, it can lead to things like believing that it is okay to take the land, property, money,
or even life of someone else if it will lead to greater personal gain for yourself.  It has led to
CEOs paying their employees poverty wages so that they can get a bigger and bigger piece of
the pie, further enriching themselves at the expense of many.  It has led people to refuse taking



vaccines or to refuse to wear masks and follow social guidelines because, though all of these
things are in the greater interest of the public health, they don’t want anyone else telling them
what to do and refuse to “go along'' with the rest of society, preferring to carve their own path.
Collectivism has its own problems, too.  When you have a group of people together who think
less about themselves and more about the greater society, it can be easy for a leader to slide in
and use that uniformity for their own gain and get the people to do some horrific things (for an
example, look at what the Japanese did during WWII for the greater good of their nation).  This
notion can be abused, with people pressured to give up more and more, to do more and more,
all under the guise of “promoting the greater good of the society”.  It can lead to culling an entire
group of people because the society, as a whole, will be stronger for it (cutting off a finger to
keep the rest of the body healthy).

Which one is better?  That answer depends on who you ask.  As for me, I don’t definitively
know.  I think a healthy mix of both is best, as we live in a society comprised of many people
across many nations, and it would be great for us all to be working together to make this world
the best we can for all people, even if we each have to give up a little something in order to
make the whole stronger, like how a husband will give up eating sweets in order to support his
dieting wife.  The struggle is mainly hers, but his sacrifice will make both of them stronger.
However, I think we still need to respect each person and their unique differences - I’m not down
with the government coming in and imprisoning people who don’t support vaccines, for
example.  So yea, a healthy mix of a healthy level of both ideologies, I think, is best.  But my
opinion, like the opinion of so many others, isn’t necessarily worth much - none of us has the
“winning formula” to this stuff just rattling around in our brains, it’s going to take us a lot of trial
and error to find out what works best for our world. All I can tell you, though, is what we’re doing
now isn’t working out all that well, so we are definitely well overdue for a change in how we run
things.

Anyway, that’s all I really have for today, you guys. Take care, wash your hands, stay safe, and
we’ll meet back up here next week.

By:  Kristin and Jarrod Barron


