
Welcome, my friends, to the weekly Youth lesson!  I don’t know about you guys, but I’m looking 
forward to Spring Break, mostly because it will be a whole week that Jarrod can just stay home 
and spend time with the family.  It also helps that I’ve decided to get into gardening this year, 
and I’m super excited by it!  We have a few rose bushes that we planted last year, but we’re 
going to expand our selection this year, and I’m starting with some herbs, like valerian and 
lavender, as well as a plum tree.  We’ll probably expand beyond that, but I’m trying not to 
overextend us on this front, there’s no need to go from almost nothing to an orchard in one year. 
Have you guys gotten into any gardening over the last few years?  It’s been a long time since 
Jarrod or I did much ourselves, so it’s definitely going to be a learning process for us, and any 
tips you might have would be very much appreciated. 
 
There’s been a term that has been floating around for the last few years and has been 
screamed loudly over the last week that I want to talk about today - cancel culture.  Just to make 
sure that we’re on the same page, “cancel culture” in the context of today’s lesson is the change 
or discontinuation of a product (such as toys, games, movies, songs, etc.) or the firing of an 
individual due to that thing or person saying something that doesn’t comply with the ever 
changing rules of “political correctness”.  That’s typically the definition bandied about by the 
people who crow loudest about it, so we’ll go with that.  The motive for this “cancel culture” 
seems to vary a bit from person to person, ranging from Hollywood elites wanting to control 
society to government wanting to control everyone to the very stripping away of our identity as 
“America”.  We’ve seen examples of what is being talked about - comedians getting shows 
cancelled over jokes they’ve always told but are now getting in trouble for; directors and actors 
getting fired for social media posts they’ve made either currently or in the past; everyday people 
getting fired from their jobs for behavior they’ve either exhibited online or caught on someone 
else’s camera.  The most recent examples being talked about are Mr. Potato Head, Dr. Seuss, 
and The Muppets, and how they’re all being “cancelled”.  Let me just address these right quick - 
Mr. Potato Head is still being called Mr. Potato Head, Mrs. Potato Head is still being called Mrs. 
Potato Head, they’re just changing the brand name to Potato Head and dropping the Mr. from 
that, the Dr. Seuss estate decided to stop producing 6 books that contained questionable 
depictions of various ethnicities, and The Muppets just added disclaimers to episodes 
containing stuff that may be questionable to modern sensibilities. 
 
Am I denying that people and products are being negatively affected by things they’ve said or 
done?  Not in the slightest.  Am I saying that it’s a terrible string of power moves?  Not in the 
slightest.  The way I see it, this is the culmination of so many years beforehand of people in 
power thoughtlessly (or sometimes, maliciously) making remarks at the expense of groups that 
have much less power than they do.  Sexist remarks against women?  Why not, everyone’s 
doing it!  Racist jokes about the Black community?  What a riot!  Disparaging the LGBT 
community?  Not a big deal!  These, as well as many other, kinds of mindsets were part of the 
status quo for much of our history, and the people affected by them just bit their lips and stayed 
quiet, afraid to speak out for fear of ridicule or retribution.  This era of “cancel culture” is the 
result of these groups finally speaking up and saying that they’ve had enough.  Enough being 
the butt of jokes or unsavory comments.  Enough with passive aggressive comments about who 
they are.  Enough with being made to feel as though they are forever stuck on the fringes of 



“real” society, ever an outsider, not included.  Enough with the powerful being able to say 
whatever they want with impunity.  People and things aren’t being cancelled, they’re simply 
being held accountable for their behavior or altered to make more people feel welcome and 
included in their presence.  Which, at least to me, is a net positive.  Also, a lot of it is companies 
simply wanting to stay as profitable as possible and trying to change with the times instead of 
changing out of the goodness of their hearts, but I guess I’ll let it slide this time.  The ends can 
justify the means this time. 
 
That may not have been as grim as last week’s, and if you’re disappointed by that, I’m sorry. 
Even I need a break from really heavy-hitting topics like the death penalty, and this is something 
that I’ve been thinking about because of all the buzz this has been getting this week.  I’m also 
distracted by thoughts of Spring Break.  Anyway, that’s all I really have for today.  As always, 
keep your hands washed, keep your masks on (no matter what Abbott has to say), and I’ll see 
you back here next week. 
 
 
 
 


