
Good day, everybody!  I hope you’re all doing well, especially now that the cold is over with.  Did 
any of you experience power outages or frozen pipes during all of this?  Lubbock is fortunate 
that it’s not part of ERCOT, which is the power grid that governs a large part of Texas a bit 
further down south, which means that we were left relatively stable during all of this (we, as well 
as the Panhandle region, are part of the SPP grid).  We here at the Barron household 
fortunately didn’t suffer from any power outages, but our pipes froze up last Sunday and, as of 
time of writing (early Saturday), we still don’t have any running water.  We managed to get ahold 
of some 5 gallon and 1 gallon jugs of water Monday, so we’ve been able to get by for now, and 
we were able to shower at my mom’s house, but I’m really hoping that the warmer temperatures 
this weekend will get us back up and running (with no burst pipes as a result of the freeze).  So 
let this be a lesson to you all - when it gets to be freezing outside, leave a faucet or two open to 
help reduce the chances of them freezing up.  I don’t know that it would have totally prevented 
the problem (it got REALLY cold this week), but it probably would have helped mitigate the 
issue. 
 
As you know, millions of people were left without power for hours, if not days, during this 
extreme cold snap, leaving people freezing indoors and risking an accident if they tried to go out 
driving on frozen roads to find a safer place to be.  Many people unfortunately died as a result, 
either from being so desperate for warmth that they resorted to unsafe methods of heating their 
homes or just from exposure to harsh cold for too long of a period of time.  Much of this was due 
to ERCOT not properly winterizing their equipment due to the high upfront cost of doing so.  You 
may hear that it was due to the renewable energy sources, like the windmill farms, failing and 
leading to the overload, but ERCOT itself has said the windmills had a negligible impact on the 
crisis, as the vast majority of its power comes from natural gas, and the plants and pumps 
weren’t equipped to handle such temperatures and started failing, which is the main culprit 
behind the power grid falling apart.  So, basically, ERCOT didn’t want to have to pay to winterize 
their equipment, even though they were given advance notice of the cold spell, which led to the 
pain, suffering, and even death of so many people.  In addition, ERCOT took the opportunity to 
raise the price of their electrical service.  You see, ERCOT (a corporation) was formed because 
Texas wanted to have its own power grid that was free of “meddlesome” federal regulation, so it 
formed its own power grid to service about 75% of the state (which, again, we here in Lubbock 
are free of).  This also lets them freely adjust prices to best serve the corporation, as it is a 
private enterprise and can adjust prices to “best reflect supply and demand”, so there have been 
people recently receiving bills of several thousand dollars, because in a capitalist model, when 
demand surpasses supply (as it did), the price of the commodity increases due to its newfound 
“scarcity”, which is why you can find older things, like video games and comic books that are no 
longer being produced, priced at thousands of dollars.  There are few of them left, so the seller 
can name a high price because the buyer has few other places to go to get said item, so if they 
REALLY want it, they’d better pony up the dough.  
 
Yes, you are understanding the situation correctly - ERCOT created a shortage of supply due to 
its unwillingness to prepare their equipment for the cold, so the price of the “commodity”, aka 
the electricity that people depend on to survive in said cold weather, went up as a result.  Their 
incompetence created a situation for them to reap massive profits and for people to cast 



aspersions on green technology, as the failing windmills were the first things blamed by certain 
politicians and news outlets.  And this incompetence was allowed because ERCOT was 
specifically created to escape the types of regulations that would have probably forced them to 
take action sooner because Texas is one of the states that just can’t stand it when the 
government tries to meddle in the affairs of private businesses.  Even worse are reports that the 
“rolling” blackouts (which ranged from 15 minutes to days of no power at a time) hit poorer 
neighborhoods harder and more frequently than richer neighborhoods.  Videos abound of 
people living in houses as small as mine (or smaller) with no power while huge, three-story 
mansions a few blocks away sit with just about every light in the house on, using more electricity 
in an hour than smaller houses probably do in a day.  Almost like those who pay more are worth 
more to the company than those who pay less, like money is more important than human life. 
 
I don't really have a larger point to make here, I’m sorry.  This entire situation has disgusted me 
and I think as many people as possible need to know about what was going on as possible. 
Maybe this whole situation will force changes with ERCOT, maybe it’s shown that “freeing” a 
necessary utility from regulation isn’t a good thing, that privatizing electricity and turning it into a 
commodity is something that we shouldn’t do.  It sucks that tragedy has to strike before change 
is made, but I’m hoping that this will be a wake-up call to enough people that this doesn’t 
happen again.  That the damage that we are doing to the world and the climate is having real, 
disastrous consequences that we are paying for with our lives and that companies are going to 
have to pay for with their bank accounts (which also sucks, as money shouldn’t have to be the 
motivating factor for anyone to make real, meaningful change to better the lives of so many 
others).  That’s all I have for today, you guys.  I’m hoping that a week of warm weather and 
running water will help improve my mood, because I could really go for a good, hot shower right 
now (UPDATE: Not long before sending this out, the water started working again, and I do 
indeed feel better after a shower.  Still upset about this whole situation, though).  Take care, 
guys, and I’ll see you next week. 
 
By:  Kristin and Jarrod Barron 
 
 


