
Hey there all you cool cats.  Welcome back to your weekly dose of whatever is rattling around in my 
brain and distilled into a 1-2 page lesson for you all to enjoy at your leisure.  I sit here in front of my 
computer, keys clattering under my fingers, and marvel at how this has become the norm for us. 
There’s a part of me that's afraid that, once we get back to the church, I won’t remember how to 
have a conversation with you guys about stuff and will just make you read pre-prepared lessons and 
give feedback based on that.  Either that or, since I’m so starved for human interaction, you won’t be 
able to shut me up!  Either way, it’ll be nice to get back into the familiar swing of things.  As far as 
WHEN that will be, some experts are saying by summer, while others, like Fauci, are saying next 
year (one of the few times I’ve been rooting for him to be wrong).  I want us all to be safe, so I 
definitely want it to happen within a timeframe that makes sure we stay as safe as possible. 
 
Let’s talk about something nice and light today.  And I, of course, mean the opposite of that.  What  I 
want to talk about today is the death penalty.  I know just reading that term can make you feel a bit 
uneasy, but it’s something important to discuss.  We, unfortunately, live in a country that still allows it 
and is run by many who still advocate for it and in a state that still sees itself as being the “Wild 
West” in many ways, throwing off the “chains'' of federal regulation, advocating for “rugged 
individualism”, and celebrating the image of the old-fashioned lawman gunning down an outlaw to 
keep the peace in his town.  This all means that, for the near future, the death penalty isn’t going 
away.  But why does it exist in the first place?  Well, on a purely knee-jerk, emotional level, it makes 
sense - someone did something horrible, like murder people or do something unspeakable to 
children, so they deserve to die.  After all, they are a threat to society, keeping them locked up would 
be a drain on our tax dollars (and why should we have to pay to feed and house such a person 
anyway?), and seeing someone killed for committing heinous crimes would make people think twice 
before committing such crimes in the future, right?  I can’t speak for all of you, but I am embarrassed 
to admit that, even after all these years, there’s still a part of me that feels relieved when I hear that a 
notorious killer will end up getting the death penalty.  I mean, it’s what they deserve, right?  Those 
who take a life must be prepared to lose their own, right?  It’s what society and lawmakers have 
been telling us for so long, so it MUST be the right thing to think. 
 
It’s no secret that we live in a vindictive society - if someone does something that is even perceived 
to be “morally wrong”, people are very quick to start demanding that “justice” be done, with that 
“justice” usually being something designed to make the perpetrator suffer.  This is actually a 
completely different topic, one that I will go into in the future (maybe next week, who knows), but we, 
as a nation, value incarceration over rehabilitation because of the belief that “wrongdoers” need to 
suffer rather than be helped.  This leaks into the popular view of the death penalty, a “just” reaction 
to a heinous act.  And, like I said before, I get it, as I’ve been suckered into that belief many times. 
But let’s look at some facts, shall we?  
 
Let’s start with a big one, one that people will spout off as a support of the practice, that a person 
that does something bad enough to warrant the death penalty deserves to die.  A serial killer 
kidnaps, tortures, and kills 4 people before being caught, they definitely deserve to die, right?  Well, 
let me ask you - what is the value of a human life?  We obviously place a high value on it if we’re 
willing to kill someone for taking it, so at what point does a person forfeit the value of their own life? 
Is it a sliding scale?  Can a person truly invalidate the worth of their own life?  Is that a slippery slope 
we really want to start messing with?  Okay then, what about cost?  Feeding and housing someone 
for the rest of their life has GOT to cost more than simply killing them, right?  Well, actually, the data 



suggests otherwise.  You see, convicting someone of the death penalty rather than life in prison has 
an understandably high bar of proof and evidence needed to be successful, and that’s where the 
cost starts - it costs quite a bit to dig through forensics, as well as medical, psychological, and family 
history, all things that will be needed to help “prove” that the accused should be sentenced to death. 
It also extends the amount of time it takes for the trial to actually begin, as well as how long the 
actual trial will take, which means that lawyer and court fees will really start to pile up.  Most people 
that are on a trial where the death penalty is at the end of the line are typically those of a lower 
economic status, meaning that they will most likely be represented by a court-appointed (and 
publicly-funded) lawyer, meaning that the taxpayers are the ones paying for these extended legal 
fees.  And even if they are convicted and sentenced to death, there will more than likely be multiple 
appeals filed by the convicted with the help of, again, publicly-funded lawyers, a process of legal 
filings and hearings that can last for a decade or more.  Those on death row are also held in 
higher-security prisons, which cost much more per inmate to maintain than a typical prison.  All of 
this adds up to a price tag that is either the same or higher than simply keeping them locked up in 
prison for the rest of their lives (which, incidentally, also keeps the danger they may or not actually 
pose to society off the streets without having to end a life).  Well, okay, but surely it acts as a 
deterrent, right?  I mean, if you were about to do something, but saw someone else do it and end up 
getting killed by the state (or federal) government, you’d probably think twice, right?  Studies from 
around the world have shown that having an active death penalty does not really reduce crime, and 
the absence of such a penalty doesn’t really increase crime.  
 
So it seems as though there’s no good reason to invoke the death penalty or even keep it as a legal 
means of punishment other than to satiate the will of the people, right?  And isn’t that good enough? 
Well, if you thought the DP (which I’ll call it from now on) was bad already, let’s look at a few more 
facts that will make it look even worse.  As of 2019, White people in America make up just over 60% 
of the population, whereas Black people make up just over 12% of the US population, meaning that 
White Americans outnumber Black Americans about 5 to 1.  Also as of 2019, White people make up 
42.15% of the death row population in America, whereas Black people make up 41.6% of the same 
population.  Something seems off about that, right?  Being neck-and-neck when the population of 
one is 5 times the population of the other.  Not making any accusations, but there’s a good reason 
that huge protests broke out over systemic racism.  Lastly, I’ll end with this - it’s a verifiable fact that 
innocent people have been put to death for a number of reasons, like faulty evidence, faulty forensic 
results, tenuous testimony, and other things.  When the science behind DNA evidence became 
much more reliable, people who had been put to death had been posthumously exonerated (a lot of 
good it does them now).  Here in the US, 20 people have been exonerated in such a way and at 
least 185 have been taken off of death row as a result of new or re-reviewed evidence and testimony 
in appeals, so we know that innocent people do end up on death row or even executed, and those 
are just the ones that we found out about.  Is it worth protecting a system that we KNOW has taken 
the lives of the innocent people it’s designed to protect and more than likely will do so again in the 
future? 
 
Well, that was a rosy little talk, wasn’t it?  I don’t know where this came from, but it’s something that 
started bouncing around in my head recently, probably as a result of some news story that I’ve read 
recently.  I’ve gone on long enough already, so I’ll let you go.  Stay safe, keep your hands washed, 
keep your masks on, and I’ll meet you back here next week.  
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