
So I’ve spent the last week or so playing this game called The Talos Principle.  It’s a pretty cool 
puzzle game (my favorite type of game) and has a pretty cool story regarding human extinction 
and the rise of AI-controlled machines as the dominant species on the planet.  Don’t worry, it 
wasn’t the machines that caused human extinction, it was actually a dormant super-virus 
released as a result of global warming that did the job (which, especially in our current year, hit 
kinda close to home).  Anyway, while playing this game, I started to really think about AI and did 
some research on the Philosophy of AI and thought it would be a pretty interesting topic for us 
to go over today.  This is a topic that has only grown in relevance over the years and will 
continue to do so.  So plug in your neural connectors, connect to the mainframe, and let’s talk 
AI. 
 
First, let’s make sure we’re all on the same page as far as what AI actually is.  AI is a term that 
gets thrown around a lot, like “AI” in video games, cars and phones having “AI”, and even 
people calling Siri and Alexa “AI”.  They are not.  They are known as VI, or Virtual Intelligence, 
which are systems that seem smart but are really just responding quickly through a list of 
“IF/THEN” protocols, like “IF Johnny asks for the weather tomorrow, THEN I will look up local 
weather and report my findings verbally,” or “IF the player steps into a certain range of an 
enemy character, THEN that enemy character will shoot at them,” and so on.  AI, or Artificial 
Intelligence, on the other hand, can theoretically utilize information it already has or 
accumulates through interaction to come to its own conclusion of what to do or what to think 
about a situation.  It would theoretically interact with others and the world like a human, could 
make its own decisions, and even develop its own personality, making it possibly on par with a 
human as far as interactivity and reasoning.  I say theoretically because we haven’t gotten 
anywhere near that level yet.  We’ve seen some impressive programs that have gotten close to 
simulating conversation with a human, but not close enough to pass under some scrutiny and, 
thus, have failed the Turing Test.  This test, developed by Alan Turing in 1950, basically states 
that, in order to pass, a person needs to engage in conversation with both a human and a 
machine, knowing that one is with a person and one is with a machine, but does not know which 
conversation is tied to which entity.  If that person cannot tell which conversation is with the 
machine and which is with the human, then that machine is said to have passed the Turing 
Test. 
 
Now, like I said, AI doesn’t exist in our world right now, and we seem to be quite a ways away 
from developing one, but I wanted to explore a bit of AI Philosophy.  As stated, an AI would be 
close enough to being human that, except in appearance, we wouldn’t normally be able to tell 
that it isn’t human.  Let me ask you a question, though - if an AI machine could form its own 
thoughts, make its own decisions, and have it’s own experiences in the world, what would then 
make it NOT human?  What IS a human, anyway?  “Humans have skin, blood, muscles, and 
bones, and robots have metal, oil, and gears!  THAT’S the difference!” you might say, but that 
couldn’t be it.  Dogs, cats, monkeys, horses, cows, basically any animal on the planet has these 
things, so they’re not the exclusive domain of humans.  Oil, gears, and metal would have the 
same functionality as blood, muscles, and skin, being necessary for circulation of essential fluid 
around the body, movement, and exterior protection.  “Well, then, what about the fact that we 



have BRAINS and they would have stuff like motherboards and circuits!  THAT would be the 
difference!” you could then argue.  First of all, there are humans who have computerized 
components and wires in their brains, such as people with computerized prosthetic limbs, but 
we consider them human.  Also, what is the brain but a complex web of “wires” (aka neural 
links) that send and receive electrical information in order to properly function, much in the same 
way a computer works.  What it’s made out of IS different, but the basic functionality seems to 
be about the same.  “Well, then, uh...we feel EMOTIONS and we have FREE WILL!  THAT’S 
the difference!” you could further argue.  But what are emotions other than our brain firing off 
electrical impulses to certain parts of your brain in response to some kind of internal or external 
stimulus, again like a computer?  And free will might be a bit tricky to argue, but we have our 
limitations, the same as a computer would have.  We have the freedom to, say, sleep in instead 
of going to work, but we can’t decide to just not breathe anymore or start flying by flapping our 
arms, so it seems as though we’re constrained a bit by our own “programming” and 
components, as well. 
 
We often differentiate humans from other animals through the presence of “consciousness”, 
which means that we are fully aware of our own existence, being able to define our existence, 
and being aware of our own mortality, and this seems to be a possible sticking point for AI. 
Could an AI be fully “conscious”?  I don’t know, but I don’t think it’s too big of a stretch to 
imagine a computer being aware that it is not a biological lifeform, the components it’s made of, 
and the various ways in which it can break down and cease to function.  If we’re talking about 
consciousness, do we declare those with severely diminished brain capacity, either through 
trauma or unfortunate circumstances of birth, or even people in a coma, not human?  I mean, 
we, as a nation, can’t even decide what constitutes “being human” when it comes to fetuses, so 
I think that this is something that will see debate for quite some time if and when AI becomes 
something that necessitates national dialogue. 
 
So, after this wall of text, which I hope you read and pondered over, let me boil down the 
arguments here:  What makes a human a human?  What would definitively differentiate a 
human from an AI controlled machine?  What differences are there between AI and what we will 
call “Actual Intelligence” or “Human Intelligence”?  I find this whole thing super interesting, 
especially since there are a lot of very smart people out there saying that true Artificial 
Intelligence, machines that rival humans in reasoning and thinking, aren’t a matter of IF, but 
WHEN.  And that when is speculated to not be that far off, with some estimated saying by 2035 
and others saying between 2040 and 2050.  I just hope they don’t go full Skynet on us. 
 
 Anyway, that’s all I have for today, guys.  I hope school is going well.  For those of you in 
physical school, make sure you’re staying safe, wearing your masks, washing your hands, and 
maintaining social distancing as best as you can.  I keep getting messages from Asher’s school 
alerting me about confirmed COVID cases on campus, and that always makes me worry about 
the kids in school buildings, including all of you.  So, again, please stay safe, and I’ll talk to you 
again next week. 


