
(Post)Modern Philosophy 
 

Philosophy has taken on many forms over its lifetime.  It’s gone from the philosophy of the 
ancient Greeks to the Renaissance to the Enlightenment and beyond, and that “beyond” is what 
I want us to focus on going forward.  What is that “beyond”, you may ask?  Ladies and 
gentlemen, welcome to the world of “Postmodern” philosophy.  Now, I hear you asking 
“Postmodern?  What is modern philosophy, exactly, and what does it mean to be ‘post’ that?” 
Well, that’s what we’re going to be taking a look at today. 
 
Let’s start with modern philosophy.  Modern philosophy grew out of the Enlightenment, with 
Renee Descarte usually credited with being the person who really launched it forward.  Modern 
philosophy is all about logic, reason, and science.  We’ve covered it before, but it was a big 
reaction to the Renaissance and Romanticism, which focused a lot on personal expression and 
a more subjective view of the world.  Modern philosophers, on the other hand, believe that 
everything can be rationally understood and that there are universal answers to every question, 
we simply need to come to understand ourselves in order to begin understanding the world well 
enough to try and reach these answers.  They also believe that science and technology are our 
salvation, that through them the world can be saved and improved.  They weren’t fans of the 
bourgeoisie, but they loved the emergence of capitalism and industrialization as it was 
technology and science coming in to solve the ills of the world.  Emotions are important, they 
admit, but need to be kept in check as not to override our reason and ability to listen to science 
and facts. 
 
This was a pretty prevailing outlook in philosophy for quite some time, but something happened 
that shook a lot of people’s outlook on life.  It was a small thing, you might have heard of it, this 
event called World War 2.  From the carnage of this war, especially the atrocities of Nazi 
Germany and the devastation wrought from the atom bombs, people began to emerge that 
questioned the status quo.  If science and technology were to be our salvation, how could they 
then be used for such horrific things?  These things seemed logical and reasonable to those 
who had done them, what went wrong?  If we are all on a march toward universal answers, 
doesn’t that lead to a kind of rigid conformity that would look an awful lot like fascism?  If 
industry and capitalism were meant to save us, why are so many people unhappy, homeless, 
suicidal, or on drugs?  These people came to be known as the “postmodernists”.  They 
disagreed with the objective view of the modernists and the belief that logic, reason, and 
science will somehow save us all.  They advocated for us all to find our own truths (like 
Unitarian Universalism, how about that?) and to look deeper into the power structures that make 
up our world, like who decides what questions can be asked and what the answers will be.  This 
is especially relevant in today’s society, as the question of “Are police given too much power?” 
has been a question that could not be asked on the national level, because those in power 
benefit from the system as-is, until the people began to loudly shout the question in the streets 
until it could no longer be ignored.  Postmodernism is something that is also in the art and music 
world, with artists looking at the basic “truths” of form in their respective mediums and pushing 



forward with radical shifts in composition that reflect more of what the artist feels rather than 
working within some manner of established “proper” framework. 
 
Postmodernism is, I think, highly interesting and asks us to take a deeper look at our world, 
specifically how it operates, and ask “Why?”  That’s what I want us to do going forward, look at 
things in our world and ask “Why?” together, really pick apart things in our lives and better 
understand them by questioning them.  I’m really excited by this, and I hope you’re looking 
forward to joining me on this journey.  Strap in, put on your thinking caps, and join me again 
next week as we hit that rabbit/wormhole running.  


