
Well, two weeks of school down, another...23 or so to go.  Are you excited?  I know that it’s 
been a bit....challenging for us, so far.  We’re still adapting to a completely remote learning 
environment for this school year, it’s definitely a learning experience for us.  I feel confident that 
we’ll all get through this school year just fine, overall, but I don’t think being a bit worried about 
is unwarranted.  This has definitely been a challenging year, and a lot of people, probably 
including some of you, are entering into the untested waters of a school year in these times, so I 
understand feeling anxious.  Just remember that, if you need someone to talk to, we are always 
here to listen.  We care about you guys, and we want you all to stay as happy and healthy as 
possible. 
 
So, we’ve been talking about power structures, specifically, the justice and penal systems, and 
Michel Foucault the last few weeks, and this week we’re going to keep going with concepts 
within Foucault’s works and issues that we talked about last week involving BLM.  I assume you 
guys are familiar with the institution of slavery, that awful thing that has reared its ugly head in 
countries around the world at many points throughout history, including our own country. 
Thankfully, full on slavery has largely disappeared throughout the world (though it definitely still 
exists), but not without pushback.  For an example you guys are no doubt familiar with, when 
the United States government decided that any new states added to the nation would not be 
allowed to establish slavery, several states decided to secede over “violations of states’ rights” 
(which was a fancy way of saying “infringing on the right to own slaves.”  Other issues were also 
raised, but they every declaration of grievances made sure to include slavery in some way), and 
formed the Confederate States of America.  The US declared that they weren’t allowed to 
secede, sent troops to enforce that decision, the Confederacy resisted their efforts, and thus the 
Civil War was underway.  
 
The Confederacy was defeated in 1865 and slavery was abolished, with voting rights for Black 
Americans instituted a few years later.  This didn’t guarantee that they could vote, though, as 
there were a lot of people opposed to letting them and would use outright or implied violence, as 
well as other things like requiring payment (known as a “poll tax”), to keep them from voting. 
The next big hurdle for Black Americans, however, came around 1877.  US troops were 
withdrawn from the South as a way to gain political points for the upcoming presidential election, 
which opened the way for the “Jim Crow” laws, a way for the Southern states to legally oppress 
Black Americans and other persons of color.  The Jim Crow laws were a system of allowing 
states to legally allow segregation, where separate facilities, transportation, restaurants, 
schools, etc. were designated for people of color, as they were not allowed to use or visit places 
designated “For Whites”.  Of course, the offerings for “Non-Whites” (their words, not mine) were 
typically under-funded, poorly built, poorly maintained, and often vandalized.  This was, of 
course, in addition to the harassment and violence they faced on a routine basis.  Black 
Americans had been emancipated, but they still weren’t free.  This was the reality of people of 
color in America, primarily Southern America, until they were finally done away with in 1965, 
thanks to the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s. 
 
 



“How does this tie in to Foucault?”, you may be asking.  I know it took a bit to get here, but I 
wanted to make sure we’re all on the same page and that the stage has been properly set. 
Well, what have I been banging on about for the last few weeks?  In case you have somehow 
forgotten, Foucault believed that the justice/penal system existed primarily to protect the power 
of the “ruling class” rather than to enforce laws or reduce crime.  The only reason that these Jim 
Crow laws existed was to keep White people positioned above the rest, to make sure that their 
social and/or political power was not challenged in a substantial way.  By having constant 
reminders of their “inferiority” compared to Whites, Americans of color were taught that they 
deserved a place in society far below that of Whites.  This was the honest opinion of many 
Americans, particularly in the South, but I think that there is more to it than that.  This has never 
been outright stated by those involved (that I could find, anyway), but my reading of this is - 
White people realized that allowing Black Americans to be on an equal footing with them could 
allow them to rise to positions of power, not only destabilizing their grip on national power, but 
also potentially forcing them to face the consequences of not only owning Black people as 
property, but also going to war in order to preserve and expand that institution.  Thus, the ruling 
class, fearing for the safety of their power, prestige, and “legacy”, weaponized the law in order 
to keep Americans of color, especially Black Americans, downtrodden in order to make sure 
they weren’t a substantial threat.  Now, I said that the Jim Crow laws were removed in 1965, 
and while they’re no longer on the books, their spirit still remains.  How many American cities 
have a “Black” part of town that is typically more run down and poor than the other, more 
“White” parts of town?  We have that here, in Lubbock, on the east side of town, as an example. 
If segregation has truly been gone since the 60s, why is there still so much segregation?  Why 
do the cops still disproportionately target people of color and their associated neighborhoods? 
Did segregation and Jim Crow really end, or did the “ruling class” just find more subtle, and thus 
more “socially acceptable” ways of going about it?  Once again, this is the sort of stuff that has 
given rise to movements like BLM, and I, for one, hope that this spurs enough change that we 
can start the process of truly putting these awful ties to our past to rest. 
 
I know today’s lesson took a bit to get to the point, but I hope you found it informative and gave 
you another lens with which to view our past, present, and future.  I mean, that is the point of 
philosophy and the intended goal of these lessons, in addition to giving further context to the 
problems of our current society.  I haven’t decided what we’ll be going over next week, whether 
we’ll go a bit further with Foucault (he does have views on things other than law enforcement, 
after all) or if we’ll move into new territory altogether.  Either way, I know it’ll be fun to research 
and write and also enjoyable for you guys to read.  Until then, though, you guys stay safe, keep 
your dang hands washed, and know that we miss you guys so very, very much.  Take care. 
 
 


