
So the first week of school has come and gone.  Was it alright for you guys?  I hope it went 
pretty well.  I know you probably didn’t get much done since it’s the first week and a lot of the 
teachers are still trying to figure out how to get everything done with the introduction of virtual 
learning and COVID-related safety precautions, but I’m betting that it was a bit nice to break up 
the monotony of your extended vacations/quarantines.  I know Jarrod was glad to get out of the 
house and have somewhere to go, especially since he loves teaching and got to go teach in a 
classroom, but we’re all still a bit worried about getting sick, what with a bunch of people stuck 
inside a building together for 8 hours a day.  I don’t know if you guys are going in-person or 
virtual for this school year, but either way I hope you guys stay safe, stay healthy, and get your 
brains back in shape after being gone from school for so long! 
 
For the last couple of weeks, we’ve talked about Michel Foucault, a french philosopher who had 
a lot to say about “modern” society and how we have actually regressed from the way things 
used to be into an actually more barbaric and impersonal age.  We’ve specifically been looking 
at his views on the justice system and how its disconnect from the public and tendency to 
protect the status quo for the “ruling class” has transformed it into something more barbaric than 
it once was.  Today, we’re going to focus on something I touched on in our first lesson on 
Foucault - how this state of our justice system has led to the rise of the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 
 
 In case you aren’t fully aware, the Black Lives Matter, or BLM, movement came about as a 
response to the fact that not only have Black people, as well as other people of color, been 
disproportionately assaulted or killed by the police in comparison to how often these incidents 
happen to the average white person, but also that it isn’t something that it talked about on a 
national level, either by politicians or the media, and therefore seems to be something that those 
creating and manipulating the daily narrative for America want to keep out of public discourse. 
The BLM movement was a way for the people affected by this tragedy to come together and 
have a louder, more unified voice that the public could finally hear and no longer ignore, 
hopefully leading to change.  
 
Ever since our founding, people of color, especially Black people, have been viewed as “less 
than”.  I mean, it took over 100 years for slavery to finally be outlawed in the “land of the free”, 
and it took almost half the country losing a war to keep it for that to finally become a reality. 
Even after that and eventually being given the right to vote, people of color were constantly 
treated differently than white people, being harassed, murdered, assaulted, and even directly 
used as political props.  In 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans and the 
surrounding areas, and pictures of both Black people and white people carrying food out of 
flooded and destroyed stores were published; the pictures featuring Black people described 
them as “looting stores”, whereas the white people were described as “finding food in deserted 
stores”.  And let’s not even get started on how Muslim people, or any person that even 
appeared to be Middle-Eastern, have been treated in our society, especially after 9/11.  It’s a 
problem that still persists today in a society that we like to declare as “modern” and “civilized”. 



Black people, in particular, have been used as societal shorthand for crime and deviance from 
our founding to the present.  
 
Drugs became the new excuse for targeting Black communities, since society was moving away 
from it being acceptable to jail a person for being Black, and that became quite big in the 1980s 
with the introduction of crack cocaine into poor, predominantly Black communities.  These 
people, who had long used narcotics as a way to help ease the pain of living in a society that 
didn’t seem to care about them now had access to a cheaper one and, not having a lot of 
money themselves, jumped all over it.  Instead of trying to help these communities or truly 
looking into why crack spread the way it did in these communities, the government spearheaded 
the “War on Drugs”, focusing on arresting and imprisoning people caught using or selling drugs. 
As you might have guessed, based on the theme of today’s lesson, this led to a high amount of 
Black people not only being arrested and being sent to prison for excessive amounts of time, 
but Black communities being harassed by police who were ostensibly there to bust drug use 
and distribution, even if there was little to no evidence of drug-related crime in that area.  
 
As you may imagine, this has led to a heavy fear of law enforcement by Black Americans, who 
have a reasonable concern that an encounter with the police could end in bodily harm, 
unwarranted jail time, or even death.  This was something that, though it wasn’t a complete 
secret, was able to be kept away from the public at large because of the very factors Foucault 
wrote and spoke about decades ago, as newspapers and news stations were about the only 
ways that such information could be nationally dispersed, and not many were willing to 
challenge the status quo in such a brazen way, especially because they were beholden to 
advertisers and sponsors, and they were reluctant to potentially disrupt their revenue source. 
With the rise of social media, things changed.  No longer did content creators need to worry 
about outside funding or angering the mainstream when producing content, they could post 
immediate, real-life situations and reactions to what was happening in the world and, with the 
number of people participating, there was no way this content could be filtered by a higher 
authority to make sure that the narrative could be effectively controlled.  Thus, more and more 
people became aware of the situation and, most importantly, Black people across America 
could see that this issue wasn’t confined to their communities and could effectively coordinate 
and mobilize against this oppression.  Thus, Black Lives Matter was born, a large, nation-wide 
movement to make the public aware of what was happening to Black people at the hands of the 
penal system and that they weren’t just another statistic to be quoted or another unfortunate 
story to report amidst a sea of others, that they were people who were suffering and had been 
suffering for a long time while no one else seemed to care.  They were angry at seeing stories 
about Jon Benet Ramsey and Casey Anthony getting national attention on a daily basis, but 
stories about Black deaths being given a passing mention.  BLM gave them a loud enough 
voice that these issues could finally be noticed on a large enough scale for change to take 
place, and it has been a slow, painful process full of rolling eyes and public backlash (Blue Lives 
Matter and All Lives Matter, for example), simply because acknowledging our mistakes as a 
nation and pushing for change would disrupt the power structure that has been solidifying for 
over 200 years.  Without change, however, our nation will be far worse off in the long run. 



Sorry for the long-winded nature of this week’s lesson.  BLM is an important thing, and I didn’t 
want to overly-truncate it to the point of disrespecting its origins or purpose.  Again, like last 
week, this may be information you’re already a bit familiar with, but I’m hoping that you may 
have learned a little something extra about the topic and expanded your view and appreciation 
of it.  Anyway, that’s all I have for you guys this week.  Have a fun week at school, stay safe, 
keep your dang hands washed, and I’ll talk to you guys again next Sunday. 


