
The Romantics brought forth a bold new ideology that looked at science and reason as being 
cold, bureaucratic processes that separated us from the world and from ourselves, that analyzing 
everything caused us to miss the point of it.  That the older world, before the Enlightenment and 
‘modernization’,  was a more regal time not spoiled by academia and industry, where humanity was 
in touch with nature and the supernatural.  That personal expression of one’s true feelings was what 
should guide the composer, the painter, the author, and the poet.  That true pain came with longing 
for something just out of our grasp, such as true love. Romantics also preached a reverence for 
nature and a view that both humanity and nature are basically one big interconnected organism.  It 
was a fascinating age, and while its lessons on the importance of valuing our emotions and not 
being robots running on strict reason and logic are, in my opinion, quite worthwhile, is there a danger 
to this mindset that still runs through our society today? 

In the last few years alone, how often have you seen actual scientific data squashed by 
fear-mongering?  Experts pushed aside by sensationalist presenters?  Actual problems swept aside 
by less-than-truthful news articles or reports?  Climate change is an issue that has been an item of 
public attention for decades with hundreds of scientists coming forward, with data to back it up, only 
to have groups tell the American people that climate change is a plot by various groups to destroy 
the American economy, spun into a fantastical story that pulls at the emotions of the populace.  Or, 
more recently, with the coronavirus, being told that, again, a lot of this is a plot to destabilize our 
economy and scare Americans into acting against our best interests.  It seems as though, at least 
with a good portion of the country, facts and data have nothing on a well-told narrative that preys on 
our insecurities. 

I’m sure you’ve been caught up in a gripping story, almost willfully ignoring the factual 
inconsistencies in it.  Or maybe you’ve been told personal stories that have swayed you for or 
against a certain belief, even if you haven’t done any actual research into the matter.  I’m not at all 
saying that emotions are a weakness, we are emotional creatures and need to embrace our feelings. 
That being said, they are an easy way for us to be taken advantage of.  Romantics arose as almost 
a counter-culture to the Enlightenment and swung their philosophy hard away from that era’s focus 
on using logic, science, and reason above all else.  Was this the right answer, or should we go back 
to focusing on science and logic to determine our course in life?  Or, perhaps, does the answer lie 
somewhere in between?  If so, how do we balance the two, listening to reason while also respecting 
our own, as well as others’, emotions on the issue?  How can we tell if we’ve been swayed by 
convincing rhetoric or if we’ve come to our own natural, logical conclusions?  That question right 
there, I feel, is one that is extremely relevant in current times. 

I would love to hear what you guys think about this.  Are there times where it would be better 
to use just reason or just emotion?  We’re excited to see any arguments that could be made in favor 
of either one.  Also, the Romantic era was known for its stirring poetry and art about our deep 
emotions or nature, so if you have any you would like to share with us, we would be excited to see it! 
I’ve included a link to a fun little philosophical experiment that tests you on your line of rational 
thinking, which can be clouded on your personal feelings on the matter.  Anyway, take care, be safe, 
WASH YOUR HANDS, and I’ll talk to you next time. 
 
 
Fun Philosophy Experiment 

https://www.philosophyexperiments.com/god/Default.aspx

